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What is
Universal
Health
Coverage?

All individuals and communities 
receive the health services they need 
without suffering financial hardship. 

Source: 

WHO. Universal health coverage (UHC). Published April 1, 2021. 

Accessed December 9, 2022.

WHO and World Bank. Tracking Universal Health Coverage: 2021 Global Monitoring Report. Geneva: World 

Health Organization and World Bank; 2021. 
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Financial risk protection

Access to quality essential 
health-care services

Access to safe, effective, quality and 
affordable essential medicines and 
vaccines for all

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/universal-health-coverage-(uhc)


While there has been progress – there is a long 
road ahead to reach universal health coverage

Source: 

IHME, SDGs, Health-related SDGs. Accessed December 10, 2022.
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https://vizhub.healthdata.org/sdg/


Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance finds 
that “at least 12.4 million 
children still go without basic, 
routine vaccines every year”.

Significant gaps in care and coverage within 
and between countries

Source: 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. The Zero-Dose Child: Explained. Published April 26, 2021. Accessed December 10, 2022.  

Our World In Data. Accessed December 10, 2022.
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https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/zero-dose-child-explained
https://ourworldindata.org/


Availability        Accessibility≠Women are often left behind

Gaps are neither universal nor indiscriminate

Source: 

Nassiri-Ansari T, Atuhebwe P, Ayisi AS, Goulding S, et al. Shifting gender barriers in immunisation in the COVID-19 pandemic 

response and beyond. The Lancet. 2022; 400(10345):24. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(22)01189-8

UNFPA. Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights: An Essential Element of Universal Health Coverage. New York, NY: UNFPA; 2019.
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)01189-8/fulltext


Every 
country and 
region faces 
a dual 
burden of  
disease –
with non-
infectious 
disease 
burden 
growing

Source: 

IHME, Global Burden of Disease, GBD Compare. Accessed December 10, 2022.
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https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare/
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The global prevalence of  anxiety and depression has 
increased by an estimated 25%, with young people 
and women most affected

At the end of  2021, essential health services were still 

disrupted 92% of  countries.

Almost 1.6 billion students across the world 

were affected by school closures

Source: 

UN.. SDG Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages July 2022
World Bank. Pandemic, prices, and poverty13 April 2022
WHO. Tuberculosis deaths rise for the first time in more than a decade due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 14 October 2021

An additional 75 - 95 million people were living 
in extreme poverty in 2022, compared to pre-
pandemic.

Tuberculosis deaths rose in 2020 for the first time in 
more than a decade, with 1.5 million people died.

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/health/
Pandemic, prices, and poverty
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-10-2021-tuberculosis-deaths-rise-for-the-first-time-in-more-than-a-decade-due-to-the-covid-19-pandemic
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UHC is the key to 

equitably 

confronting the 

health challenges 

of  today…

… and preparing 

health systems and 

populations for the 

health emergencies 

of  tomorrow.

UHC is the common thread between 
High-Level Meetings – next year and beyond
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Increase Innovate Improve

What needs to be done to both regain and 
accelerate progress?
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